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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

IN THIS ISSUE
EVENT: Fr. Libermann's Cause.
DOCUMENTATION : The Mother House in Paris.
NEWS : A new General Assistant : Fr. Enda WATTERS Decisions of the General Council - Our Dead.

Bishop A. MOURA, C.S.Sp.,
the new Postulator
for Fr. libermann's cause.

Event:
Fr. LIBERMANN'S CAUSE
Fr. Libermann's canonization cause was opened in Rome
in 1876, 24 years after his death, and he was declared Venerable by Pope Pius X on 19 June 1910.
On 17 Jan. 1981, the General Council appointed a new
Postulator for the cause : Bishop Agostinho Lopes de MOURA, C.S.Sp., former Bishop of Portalegre (Portugal), who
succeeded Fr. Marcel MARTIN (France), the Postulator since
1963.
Though justly proud of Fr. Libermann's spirituality, the
Congregation can hardly be said to be uniformly appreciative
of him. Many Spiritans feel that their introduction to him in
their early years of formation did not allow them to pick out
what was essential and to make him a spiritual guide for
their whole religious and apostolic life. For the most part,
Libermann's Letters and the 13 volumes of Notes et Documents are allowed to gather dust in our libraries. And there
are not many attractive presentations of his message in the
various languages spoken in the Congregation.
The annual feast of Feb. 2nd does indeed bring Spiritans
together in the Districts as well as in the Provinces. But,
taken up by their apostolic work, few confreres seem to be
concerned about advancing the cause.

Address : The Most Rev. Agostinho Lopes de Moura,
4780 VILA DAS AVES, Minho, Portugal
or : Postulator, Casa Generalizia, 195 C/ivo di Cinna,
00136 ROME, Italy.

We should try to rediscover Libermann, and this would
be helped by modern publications on him. There should be
a greater effort to make him known, to pray for the required
miracles, and to collect and pass on information on important graces received through .him, even if they might not be
recognized as miracles in the strict sense . An accumulation
of important graces could influence the Holy See in its consideration of his cause.
The new Postulator, whose dynamism is well known,
met the General Council in Rome in October to present his
report. It is to be hoped that his enthusiasm will communicate itself to the Congregation and stimulate all to greater
effort. Fr. Laval's beatification was an occasion for spiritual
renewal on the part of many confreres, and Fr. Libermann's
should be even more so when· his time comes.

Documentation· THE MOTHER HOUSE IN PARIS

250th Anniversary of 30 Rue Lhomond (1 Jan. 1982)

In its Documentation section the Information Service normally tries to deal with something of contemporary interest. But
once a year. in Febraury for the annual commemoration of Fr. Libermann, we take a look backwards, for it is useful from time to
time to recall one's origins. No people or group or congregation should forget its 'roots'.
This year we take a look at the history of the Mother House in Paris. It is only since 1966 that the Generalate has been in
Rome. and we still refer to Rue Lhomond as the Mother House. But there were three Mother Houses preceding it in Paris : Rue
des Cordiers for two years (1703-1705); Rue Neuve Saint-Etienne for four years (1705-1709): and Rue Neuve Sainte-Genevieve for 22 years (1709-1731). The Generalate was at Rue Lhomond, formerly Rue des Postes, for 231 years (1732-1963).
All four were on the hill of Sainte-Genevieve, near the present Pantheon. On 1 Jan. 1982 the Congregation marks the 250th
anniversary of its presence at 30 Rue Lhomond.

RUE DES CORDIERS
It was certainly without any fanfare that the Congregation was born in 1703. • it is just four or five poor seminarians, w wrote Claude Poullart des Places, ·whom we will try
to provide for. • He had found lodgings for them in a building named the 'Gros Chapelet · 1 in the Rue des Cordiers,
near the Jesuits' College of Louis-le-Grand. With the two

adjoining buildings there was accommodation for about 100
students, but Claude and his seminarians occupied only a
couple of rooms. In the same year that Voltaire was beginning his studies at Louis-le-Grand, the little group set itself
up as a clerical community: on Pentecost Sunday, 27 May
1703, in the nearby church of Saint-Etienne-des-Gres, in
front of the statue of Our Lady of Good Deliverance 2 ,
• M. Claude Franr;ois Poul/an des Places . .. , being then only

, The building no longer exists, and its site, at the corner of Rue Saint-Jacques and the present Rue Cujas, has been incorporated into the
Sorbonne University.
·
2 A copy of the statue _
can be seen at Rue Lhomond.

In Paris of the early 18th century the four successive locations of the
Mother House are indicated : ( 1) Rue des Cordiers, 1703; (2) Rue
Neuve Saint-Etienne, 1705; (3) Rue Neuve Sainte-Genevieve, 1709:
(4) Rue des Postes, now Rue Lhomond, 1732. The last three are
outside the old city wall.

The same four locations on a plan of the area as it is today.

an aspirant to the ecclesiastical state, began the establishment of the aforesaid community of the seminary consecrated to the Holy Spirit . .. •.
As the number of seminarians began to grow, they
occupied more rooms, and then, whether for lack of these or
because other students were making ironical remarks about
the seminarians bringing home leftovers from the Jesuits'
refectory, Claude transferred his community to the Rue
Neuve Saint-Etienne.

still only a deacon, as superior, a post he was to hold for 53
years.
The 22 years in the Rue Neuve Sainte-Genevieve were
not without their problems. Claude had not asked for letters
patent for his young Congregation, as they hadn't seemed
necessary at the time. Having no legal status, the · Placists' 7 were the object of a plot on the part of the Jansenists in connection with a bequest to the community. The
• so-called directors of the pretended community of the Holy
Spirit· found that they had against them not only the donor's heirs but also the Parliament, the University and even
the Archbishop of Paris. However, after much unpleasantness, Louis XV decided in favour of the Congregation and
granted it two letters patent in 1726.

RUE NEUVE SAINT-ETIENNE
The new residence 3 was a ten-minute walk from Louisle-Grand. Furniture was brought from the · Gros Chapelet ·
and, with a few alterations, Claude was able to lodge as
many as 70 seminarians in 1709. During the four years
there he himself received the subdiaconate, diaconate and
priesthood.

RUE NEUVE SAINTE-GENEVIEVE
On 1 October 1709, the day before Claude died, there
was another change of residence. Slightly higher up the hill,
in the Rue Neuve Sainte-Genevieve 4 , he had found a more
spacious building, named · L'Escu de France', with a garden
and outhouses. The severity of the preceding winter and
the poor diet 5 had affected his health and towards the end
of September he had pleurisy with high fever. With the
greatest care he was transported to the house. He died the
following day, 2 October, at the age of 30 and was buried,
poor among the poor, in a communal grave in the cemetery
behind the church of Saint-Etienne-du-Mont 6 •
He was succeeded by the 26-year-old Jacques Garnier,
who had been ordained priest at Christmas the year before
and who himself was to die five months later. At his death
the seven oldest seminarians elected Louis Bouie, 25 and

RUE DES POSTES (now RUE LHOMOND)
The main constructions
As the number of students approached the hundred
mark, the Sainte-Genevieve building too became inadequate.
In 1730 a nearby piece of land went up for sale, at the corner of the Rue des Postes 8 and the Impasse des Vigness.
There was a building on each of the streets and a large
courtyard with chestnut trees (the site was outside the town
and practically in the country) . The property was bought on
4 June 1731 and the seminary moved in on 1 January
1732. Fr. Bouie immediately knocked down the building on
the Impasse des Vignes 10 and constructed, from 1732 to
1734, the imposing three-storey building that is still there
today, with 74 rooms for students and a large refectory (still
in use as the refectory today). The work was helped by the
discovery of a quarry of magnificent blocks of limestone in
the courtyard, as well as a large quantity of sand.
When Fr. Bouie died in 1763, his successor, Fr. Francois
Becquet, decided to enlarge the seminary with a chapel and
a new wing on the Rue des Postes. Plans were drawn up by

At what is now No. 8 Rue Rollin.
Rue Tournefon since 1864, No. 13.
The winter or 1708-1709 had been a particularly severe one, with 32,000 Parisians dying of cold and hunger.
6 At the beginning of the 19th century the small cemeteries in Paris were suppressed and the remains from them were transferred to the
galleries of the Paris catacombs.
7 So called from the Founder's name, Poul/an des Places.
8 Now 30 Rue Lhomond; until 1868 it was 26 Rue des Postes.
9 Rue Rataud since 1877.
10 It may be noted that this building had been put up by a Scotsman, Charles Davisson, who bought the property in 1669 and in whose
family it remained till 1694 (cf. article in 'Cor Unum', Oct. 1965, by Fr. Philip Avery).
3

4

5
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the King's architect, M. Le Camus de Mezieres, and work
began in June 1769 on the crypt of the chapel. The foundation stone was laid on 22 November, but in March the following year ( 1770) work was stopped on orders from the
Minister: the superior's plans were considered too ambitious. It was five years before a new Minister was persuaded to let the work go ahead, under a new royal architect, M. Chai grin 11 . In three years ( 1775-78) the main work
on the chapel was completed, and in two more years ( 177880) the interior decoration was done and the sacristy completed.
The wing along the Rue des Postes (the present fac;ade
of the Mother House) went up at the same time (1778-82) 12 •
These years preceding the Revolution were fertile ones for
the Congregation and saw the departure of the first missionaries for Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon ( 1766), French Guyana
(1777) and Senegal (1778). Fr. Becquet died in peace in
1788, the year before the Revolution broke out. He was 83
years old and was buried, like his predecessor, in the vault
under the nave of the chapel.

The French Revolution
A particularly difficult period began with the Revolution.
The last public ordination was held on the Feast of the
Biassed Trinity in 1790, in the church of Saint-Nicolas-duChardonnet. At the opening of the scholastic year in October 1791 there were only 60 students. On 17 August 1792
the Legislative Assembly suppressed all congregations and
ordered the sale of their houses. With the superior, Fr.
Jean-Marie Duflos, and his staff there were only 15 seminarians there when, two days later, thousands of revolutionaries poured down the Rue des Postes and drew up a cannon
facing the main door of the seminary. (Entering the house of
the Eudists on the same street, they arrested 32 priests,
whom they put to death at the beginning of September.) At
about 10 o'clock that evening (19 Aug.) the revolutionaries
scaled the wall of the seminary but, though they pillaged the
cellar and caused much disorder, no one was arrested.
However, in the following days, Fr. Duflos suggested to the
seminarians that they find safer places in Paris, and only six
persons stayed with him at the Mother House.
The Congregation was expropriated and the building
rented by the State in June 1793 to a M. Angar, whose
widow then bought it three years later. A wallpaper factory
was set up in it 13 , but the owner allowed Fr. Duflos and a
few of his confreres to rent their old rooms and remain in
hiding during the Reign of Terror. Growing old and blind, he
had only the old seminary cook to look after him. One of his
confreres lived in hiding in the library above the front of the
chapel, and others had taken refuge in other buildings in the
same street. The chapel hat not been desecrated, but it had
been stripped and was closed to worship for two years
(1793-95). It was only in 1800 that services were started
again in it for the people of the area.
Fr. Duflos· nephew, Fr. Jacques Bertout, had taken refuge in England in 1792. He returned in 1802 and found his
uncle and former superior in a senile condition, still at the
Mother House. He immediately decided to restore the Congregation and obtained recognition for it from Napoleon in
1805. But, as the buildings had by then been taken over by
the Ecole Normale, he set up a junior seminary at 33 Rue du
Cherche-Midi. By 1808 he had 130 students there, 25 of
whom were later to become priests. In 1809, Napoleon, at
odds with the Holy See, again suppressed the Congregation,
but the school at the Rue du Cherche-Midi continued.
The Congregation was finally recognized once more in
1816, when Louis XVIII succeeded Napoleon. Still unable
to recover the Rue des Postes building, Fr. Bertout rented a
house with a chapel at 15 Rue Notre-Dame-des-Champs in

July 1817. Finally, in September
1819, he managed to buy back
the Rue des Postes building from
the Angar heirs, with financial aid
from the Government. The Ecole
Normale still occupied it and its
lease was not to expire till 1826.
It was suppressed, however, in
1822, and on 2 December that
year the seminary was able to
take possession of its former
premises.
At the 1830 revolution the
situation once more became precarious. For lack of funds the
number of seminarians had to be
The layout of , the Rue
reduced. In April 1832, the MinLhomond buildings as
ister of War asked that the buildthey are today,
ings be used as an annex to the
Val-de-Grace hospital during the
outbreak of cholera, and Fr. Bertout readily agreed. After the epidemic the Ministry tried to
appropriate the buildings permanently, but Fr. Amable Fourdinier, nephew and successor of Fr. Bertout, managed to
recover them in 1835.

................

Libermann
The year 1848 saw the ·Fusion· 14 of the Congregation
with that of Fr. Libermann's Missionaries of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. During his four years at the Mother House
Fr. Libermann found time not only for his many activities
directly concerned with the Congregation but also to help
the little Savoyard chimney sweeps whom he gathered for
meetings in the chapel crypt and who attended services
from the choir loft. Bishop Bessieux was consecrated in the
chapel on 4 Jan. 1849.
The decade 1860-70 saw further changes in the chapel.
The niche for the statue of Our Lady of Victories was built
behind the high altar in 1861-63, on the model of the one at
Notre-Dame-du-Gard, Fr. Libermann's novitiate. The large
statues of Sts. Peter and Paul, donated by the Archconfraternity of Our Lady of Victories, were installed in 1862. The
stained-glass windows date from the same year and the
·
organ from 1863.

The Mother House from the counyard, in 1922, before the construction of the covered gallery and the 'Procure ' building.

11 It was he who later designed the well-known Arc de Triomphe. He also restored the Luxembourg Palace and built the church of SaintPhilippe-du-Roule and !he no,:th tower of ~aint-Sulpice . . Souff/ot, !h,e architect of the ['anthfion, did !)O! design the chapel, as is sometimes said_,
though he intervened m getting work on tt staned agam. Chalgrm s chapel was white, without pamtmgs, and the altar was between the chotr
, stalls and the pews for the public, with Mass said facing the public. The present altar (confiscated from the Jesuits in 1763 and donated by
Charles X) was placed in the apse after 1830, and the 1875 paintings, gilt work and imitation marble completely changed the appearance of the
chapel as conceived by Cha/grin.
12 The building on the right of the chapel, No. 28 Rue Lhomond, in which •Pentecdte sur le Monde • now has its offices, was put up after
1780 • to receive old or sick missionaries on their return from the missions •.
1a This factory occupied a mezzanine floor constructed under the refectory ceiling.
It spoiled the beautiful 1734 building and, though it
served as a community infirmary during the whole of the 19th century, it was removed in 1955 to restore the refectory to its original proportions.
14 As this_ period is one of the best known to Spiritans, we men_tion it without going into detail.
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The 1870 Franco-Prussian War
lmmediateiy after the Franco-Prussian War the Paris
Commune revolted on 18 March 1871. All but two Fathers
and five Brothers left the seminary, and the archives were
brought to Chevilly, and then to Versailles on 31 March. On
11 May the insurgents billeted a company of soldiers in the
seminary and, fearing altercations with them, the remaining
Fathers and Brothers left Paris on 21 May. Three days later,
however, Government forces from Versailles freed the seminary, and the community was able to return.
New improvements were then undertaken. The monumental staircase, built at the junction of the Rue des Postes
and Impasse des Vignes buildings in 1770, was repaired in
1874, and from 1875 to 1878 the chapel roof was repaired
and the interior redecorated and given its present appearance.
The archives are less clear on the development of the
back of the property, giving on to the present Rue Erasme.
Originally there were some buildings there known as 'SaintMartial' or the · Philibert house· 15 . New constructions were
undertaken in the second half of the 19th century, but most
of them no longer exist. · In 1855 a chapel, dedicated to Our
Lady of Sorrows, was put up there for the scholastics, and
after 1873 it was used by Fr. Besserat for his orphans from
Alsace-Lorraine, for whom he put up a building, able to
accommodate 140 of them, along the Impasse des Vignes.
In 1883 a Government decree obliged the seminary to give
up part of the bottom of the courtyard for the construction
of the new Ecole Normale.

The First World War
Some of the French Spiritans were mobilized at the outbreak of the .1914 War and, with Paris threatened, others
left for the provinces. During the numerous bombardments
16

of the capital, the cellar under the Rue Rataud (Impasse des
Vignes) building served as a shelter for the neighbours as
well as the community. Although bombs fell nearby, the
seminary itself was unscathed and, in 1922, it paid formal
tribute to Notre-Dame Preservatrice, 1870-71, 1914-18.
The period 1922-32 was the last in which considerable
building took place. In 1922, thanks to a gift from the U.S.
Province, the covered gallery connecting the chapel and the
refectory was built and the chapel roof was again completely
restored . Then in 1926-27 Fr. Bouic' s building on the Rue
Rataud was prolonged by eight metres, the work being done
by Brothers from the German Province. Finally, in 1931-32,
this building was continued for the full length of the property
along the Rue Rataud, providing premises for the present
mission ·Procure' of the French Province and linking up with
the Saint-Martial building at the bottom of the courtyard. Fr.
Besserat's building for the orphans (1873) was pulled down
in the process.
·

The Second World War
During the Second World War the cellars once again
served as air-raid shelters for people of the neighbourhood
as well as for the community .
In March 1963 the General Administration left Rue Lhomond, taking up residence first at 393 Rue des Pyrenees,
Paris 20, until July 1966, when the move to Rome was
made. In 1967 Fr. Libermann's remains were transferred
from Chevilly to the Rue Lhomond chapel.
The former Holy Ghost Seminary, which rightly keeps
the title of Mother House, remains the centre of the French
Province , which, since 4 March 1970, is, for legal purposes,
recognized by the French Government as • the autonomous
Province in France of the Holy Ghost Congregation, with
headquarters at 30 Rue Lhomond, Paris·.

From the name of the tenant, Philibert Goduchon, one of Fr. Bertout's collaborators.

NEWS
A new General Assistant: Fr. Enda WATTERS
As Fr. John DALY has been ill since February 1981 and will not be able to resume the full workload of a General
Assistant, he has offered his resignation and the General Council has regretfully accepted it, while expressing gratitude
for the hard work, competence and team spirit that he had always shown while on the Council.
To succeed him for the rest of the term of the present Administration, the General Council elected, on 6 Nov.
1981, in accordance with CDD 169, Fr. Enda WATTERS, the present Provincial of Ireland.
Fr. WATTERS was born on 23 Jan. 1923 in Galway, Ireland.
Professed 15 Oct. 1942 at Kilshane.
Ordained 16 July 1950 at Clonliffe.
1951-63 : Promotion work in Ireland and editor of the Missionary Annals.
1963-72: Missionary in Brazil South-West.
1972-73: Studies at the Ecumenical Institute, Jerusalem.
1973-76 : Provincial Assistant, Ireland.
1976-82 : Provincial Superior of Ireland.
Fr. WATTERS will take up his functions in Rome on 15 Feb. 1982, on which date he will
cease to be Provincial of Ireland. Between then and the Irish Provincial Chapter, due to begin on
27 June, the First Assistant, Fr. Michael McCARTHY, will act as Provincial.

Decisions of the General Council

Our Dead

The General Council
• on 25 Nov., confirmed the election of Fr. John MORIARTY
as Principal Superior of the District of Ghana for a three-year
term starting on 29 Nov. 1981;
• on 25 Nov., confirmed the election of Fr. Martinus VAN
MOORSEL as Principal Superior of the District of Doume for
a second three-year term starting on 4 Dec. 1981 ;
• on 17 Dec., confirmed the election of Fr. Michel DE VERTEUIL as Provincial Superior of Trinidad for a second threeyear term starting on 12 Dec. 1981.

25 Nov.
29 Nov.
30 Nov.
1 Dec.
3 Dec.
7 Dec.
18 Dec.
19 Dec.

:
:
:
:
:

Br. Antonio SOUSA LOPES (Portugal), 86.
Fr. Walter DE MORAIS (Brazil Cent.), 63.
Fr. Paul KOPPELBERG (Germany), 69
Br. Eugenio ROCHA (Portugal), 60.
Fr. John FITZPATRICK (Ireland), 66.
Fr. Johannes KOOIJMAN (Holland), 67 .
Fr. Joseph BOUCHAUD (France), 76.
Fr. John WYNNE (Makurdi) , 50.
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